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UNIT 1. OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS ONLY ONCE 

 

TEXT: LUCK AND SUCCESS  

 

We are all born with unlimited potentials, unique talents and abilities and we all deserve 
the very best in life. However, most of us achieve far less than what we are capable of 
because most of us think that we are not good enough to do certain things, we are not 
intelligent enough to succeed in life. In fact, absolutely nothing is impossible and there 
are no limits to what you can be, do or have.  
Remember: 
 

• “Limitations live only in our minds. But if we use our imaginations, our 
possibilities become limitless”. (Jamie Paolinetti) 
 

When people succeed, it is because of hard work, but luck has a lot to do with it too. 
Success without some luck is almost impossible. All the hard work and talent in the world 
can’t make up for bad luck. However, hard work can invite good luck. People who work 
hard help make their own luck by being ready when opportunity knocks.  
Remember:  
 

• “If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door”. (Milton Berle) 
• “If your ship doesn't come in, swim out to it”. (Jonathan Winters)  

 
When it comes to success, luck can mean being in the right place to meet someone or 
having the right skills to get a job. Nothing can replace hard work but working hard also 
means you’re preparing yourself for opportunity. Opportunity very often depends on luck.  
How many of the great inventions and discoveries come about through a lucky mistake or 
a lucky chance? One of the biggest lucky mistakes in history is Columbus’ so-called 
discovery of America. 
 
Do you have the desire to succeed? Napoleon Hill, famous author of best seller "Think and 
Grow Rich" once said "The starting point of all achievements is desire. Keep this 
constantly in mind. Weak desires bring weak results, just as a small fire makes a small 
amount of heat". 
 
If you want to succeed, you need to have a strong desire to do so. Do you think that 
everyone has a desire, but just can't make it anyway? Wrong! Many people do not have 
the desire to succeed. They are passive actors in their own lives. They do nothing, and live 
through events that make up their lives. They do not take action to make the event. They 
do not have a strong desire to succeed. 
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Complete the following sentences. 

1. We are all born _______ unlimited potentials, unique talents and abilities and we all 
deserve the very best _______ life.  
2.  However, most of us achieve far less than what we are capable _______ .  
3.  When people succeed, it is because _______ hard work, but luck has a lot to do 
_______ it too.  
4.  All the hard work and talent in the world can’t make up _______ bad luck.  
5.  When it comes _______ success, luck can mean being _______ the right place to meet 
someone or having the right skills to get a job. 
6.  Nothing can replace hard work but working hard also means you’re preparing yourself 
_______ opportunity.  
7.  Opportunity very often depends _______ luck.  
8. Many people are passive actors_______ their own lives. .  
9.  They do nothing, and live –––––––– events that make up their lives.  

 
 
 

ROLE PLAYING 
 

DISCUSSION LEADER  
The discussion leader’s job is to … 

• read the text twice, and prepare at least five general questions about it;  
• make sure that everyone has a chance to speak and joins in the discussion; 
• guide the discussion and keep it going. 

Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings as you read.  
 
 
MY QUESTIONS: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
OTHER GENERAL IDEAS (Questions about the theme): 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUMMARIZER 
 
The summarizer’s job is to … 
 

• read the text and make notes about the ideas. 
• find the key points that everyone must know to understand and remember the 

text. 
• retell the text in a short summary in your own words. 
• talk about your summary to the group, using your writing to help you. 

 
 
 
MY KEY POINTS: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
MY SUMMARY 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

CONNECTOR 
 

The connector’s job is to … 
• make notes about at least two possible connections to your own experiences or to 

the experiences of friends and family, or to real-life events. 
• tell the group about the connections and ask for their comments or questions. 
• ask the group if they can think of any connections themselves. 

These questions will help you think about connections while you are reading. 
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MY CONNECTIONS: 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

WORD MASTER 
 
The word master’s job is to … 

• read the text, and look for words or short phrases that are new or difficult to 
understand, or that are important in the text; 

• choose five words that you think are important for this text; 
• explain the meanings of these five words in simple English to the group; 
• tell the group why these words are important for understanding this text. 

Your five words do not have to be new or unknown words. Look for words in the story 
that really stand out in some way. These may be words that are: 

• repeated often; 
• used in an unusual way; 
• important to the meaning of the story. 

 
 
MY WORD: 1. _______________________ 
 
MEANING OF THE WORD 
 
 
 
REASON FOR CHOOSING THE WORD 
 
 
 
MY WORD: 2. _______________________ 
 
MEANING OF THE WORD 
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REASON FOR CHOOSING THE WORD 
 
 
 
MY WORD: 3. _______________________ 
 
MEANING OF THE WORD 
 
 
 
REASON FOR CHOOSING THE WORD 
 
 
 
MY WORD: 4. _______________________ 
 
MEANING OF THE WORD 
 
 
 
REASON FOR CHOOSING THE WORD 
 
 
 

 
PASSAGE PERSON 

The passage person’s job is to … 
• read the text, and find important, interesting, or difficult passages; 
• make notes about at least two passages that are important for the text; 
• read each passage to the group; 
• ask the group one or two questions about each passage.  

You might choose a passage to discuss because it is: 
*important     *informative     *confusing     *well-written 
 
MY PASSAGE: 1 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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REASONS FOR CHOOSING THE PASSAGE 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
MY PASSAGE: 2 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
REASONS FOR CHOOSING THE PASSAGE 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PASSAGE 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Quotations for discussion.  
 

• An experiment disproving a prediction is a discovery. (Enrico Fermi) 
 

• Fortune knocks but once, but misfortune has much more patience.  
     (Laurence J. Peter) 
 
• Invention breeds invention. (R. Emerson) 
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• I believe that imagination is stronger than knowledge - myth is more potent than 
history - dreams are more powerful than facts - hope always triumphs over experience 
- laughter is the cure for grief - love is stronger than death. (Robert Fulghum) 

 
• Dreams are today's answers to tomorrow's questions. (Edgar Cayce) 
 
• Dreaming is wonderful, goal setting is crucial, but action is supreme. To make 

something great happen you must get busy and make it happen. Take that action step 
today that will put you on your path to achievement. (Greg Werner)  

 
• This one step - choosing a goal and sticking to it - changes everything. (Scott Reed) 
  
• To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only plan, but 

also believe. (Anatole France) 
 
 

Vocabulary: 

 

unlimited  a – SeuzRudavi, usazRvro 
unlimited power – SeuzRudavi, usazRvro Zalaufleba 

limited  a – SezRuduli 

limited views – viwro, SezRuduli Sexedulebebi 

limit  n – zRvari, sazRvari; mijna 

limit   v – SezRudva 
age limit - asakobrivi zRvari 
set a limit to smth. – raimesaTvis sazRvris daweseba, risame SezRudva 

His greed knows no limits – mis sixarbes sazrvari ara aqvs 
be the limit – autanelia, Znelad asatania 

She is the limit! – igi autaneli adamiania! 

That’s the limit! – es ukve metismetia! 
go the limit – zomierebis farglebs gacdena 

limitless  a – SeuzRudavi, usazRvro 
potential   n – potenciali 

unique  a – unikaluri, erTaderTi; gansakuTrebuli 

talent  n  – niWi, talanti 

ability  n  – unari, risime keTebis SesaZlebloba; niWi 

capable  a – unaris mqone, SemZle 

deserve   v – damsaxureba 
deserve punishment – sasjels imsaxurebs 

deserve attention – yuradRebas imsaxurebs 
intelligent  a – Wkviani, gonieri 
succeed   v  – warmatebis miRweva 
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imagination  n  – warmosaxvis unari, fantazia 
a man of no imagination – warmosaxvis, fantaziis unars moklebuli adamiani 

imagine  v  – warmodgena, warmosaxva 
possibility  n - SesaZlebloba 

good luck -  bednieri, iRbliani SemTxveva; iRbali 

Good luck! – warmatebas/iRbals gisurveb(T)! 

bad luck – uiRbloba; marcxi, warumatebloba 

Just my luck! – (iron.) aseTi bedi maqvs! 

try one’s luck – bedis cda, bedis mosinjva 

make up for  v  - anazRaureba, kompensireba 
make up for lost time – dakarguli drois anazRaureba 

make up for smb.’s absence – vinmesTvis Semcvlelis povna 

invite  v  – gamowveva, xelis Sewyoba, provocireba 

invite interest – interesis gamowveva, aRZvra 
invite disaster – ubedurebis gamowveva 
opportunity   n  – xelsayreli SemTxveva, SesaZlebloba, Sansi 

give an opportunity – SesaZleblobis, Sansis micema 
take the opportunity (of) – SesaZleblobis gamoyeneba 

lose an opportunity – SesaZleblobis xelidan gaSveba 

equality of opportunity – SesaZleblobebis, Sansebis Tanasaworoba 

equal opportunities - Tanabari SesaZleblobebi, Sansebi 
replace   v - Canacvleba 

invention   n  – gamogoneba 
invent   v – gamogoneba, Seqmna; mofiqreba, SeTxzva 

invent a new method – axali meTodis gamogoneba 

invent an excuse – risame gamamrTlebeli mizezis mofiqreba, mogoneba 
invent an explanation – risame axsnis mofiqreba, mogoneba 
invent a story – ambis gamogoneba, SeTxzva 

discovery  n  – aRmoCena  
make a great discovery – SesaniSnavi aRmoCenis gakaTeba 

discover v – aRmoCena, aRmoCenis gakeTeba 

discover a new island – axali kunZulis aRmoCena 

come about  v – moxdoma, SemTxveva 

It usually comes about this way – es Cveulebriv ase xdeba 

through  prep – meSveobiT, daxmarebiT; Sedegad, gamo 

disprove  v  – uaryofa; risame mcdarobis damtkiceba 
prediction  n - winaswarmetyveleba 

confirmation of prediction – winaswarmetyvelebis dadastureba 

predict  v - winaswarmetyveleba 

predict the future – momavlis winaswarmetyveleba 

fortune   n  – bedi, iRbali 

seek one’s fortune – bedis Zieba 
try one’s fortune – bedis cda 
tempt fortune – metismeti riskis gaweva, risame bedis sasworze Segdeba 
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misfortune  n  – ubedureba; uiRbloba, marcxi, warumatebloba 

patience   n  – moTmineba 

have patience – moTminebis qona 

lose patience – moTminebis dakargva 

My patience is out – moTminebis fiala amevso 

labour   n  – Sroma 
labour of love – uangaro Sroma; sayvareli saqme 

lost labour – amao Sroma, fuWi Zalisxmeva 

labour  v – Sroma, muSaoba 
conquer  v  – dapyroba; damarcxeba; daZleva 

conquer a country – qveynis dapyroba 
conquer the enemy – mtris damarxceba/daZleva 

conquer bad habits – cud CvevaTa daZleva 

conquer difficulties – siZneleTa daZleva 

miracle   n  – saswauli 

by miracle – saswaulebrivad 

work  miracles – saswaulebis moxdena  

It sounds like a miracle – Zneli dasajerebelia; es saswauls hgavs 

breed   v – gamowveva; badebs 
This kind of thinking breeds tolerance – amgvari azrovneba Semwynareblobas  
                                    badebs 
breed wars – omebis gamowveva 
War breeds misery and ruin – oms siRatake da ngreva moaqvs 
develop   v – gauCndes  
desire  n – Zlieri survili, wadili 

desire for knowledge – swavlis wyurvili 

satisfy smb.’s desires – visime survilebis dakmayofileba, Sesruleba 

get one’s desire – ocnebis asruleba 

desire v - Zlieri survili, wadili 

desire peace - mSvidobis survili 

starting point – sawyisi wertili 

achievement  n – warmateba, miRweva 
be proud of one’s achievements - amayobs Tavisi miRwevebiT 

achieve v – miRweva 
achieve one’s purpose – miznis miRweva 
keep in mind – mexsierebaSi SenarCuneba, xsovna 
constantly  adv – gamudmebiT, ganuwyvetliv 

amount  n – raodenoba, odenoba 
heat  n – sicxe; siTbo 

event  n  – movlena; faqti 

make up  v – Sedgena 
make up rules – wesebis SemoReba 
improve  v  – gaumjobeseba, srulyofa 

improvement  n - gaumjobeseba, srulyofa 
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signs of improvement – gaumjobesebis, ukeTesobis niSnebi 

potent  a - Zlieri 

triumph over  smb., smth. – gamarjvebis mopoveba vinmeze, raimeze  

triumph   n – triumfi, didi warmateba an gamarjveba 

grief  n – dardi, mwuxareba 
crucial   n – gadamwyveti, ZiriTadi, sakvanZo 

supreme   a - udidesi 
path   n - biliki 

step  n – nabiji 

take a step – nabijis gadadgma 

take steps – zomebis miReba 
find out  v – garkveva, gageba 
stick to smth. – raimes Sesabamisad moqmedeba 
accomplish  v – Sesruleba, miRweva  

accomplish a task – amocanis Sesruleba 

accomplish a promise – pirobis Sesruleba 

accomplishment   n – warmateba, miRweva 
 
 
 

GRAMMAR TIME  
 

PRESENT SIMPLE “DO” 
 

I do I do not do 
He does He does not do 
She does She does not do 
It does It does not do 
We do We do not do 
You do You do not do 
They do They do not do 

 

Do I do? Yes, I do No, I don’t 
Does he do? Yes, he does No, he doesn’t 
Does she do? Yes, she does No, she doesn’t 
Does it do? Yes, it does No, it doesn’t 
Do we do? Yes, we do No, we don’t  
Do you do? Yes, you do No, you don’t 
Do they do? Yes, they do No, they don’t 
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PRSENT SIMPLE “HAVE” 
 

I have I don’t have  Do I have?   Have I? 

He has  He doesn’t have Does he have?   Has he? 

She has She doesn’t have Does she have?   Has she? 

It has It doesn’t have Does it have?   Has it? 

We have We don’t have Do we have?   Have we? 

You have You don’t have Do you have?   Have you? 

They have They don’t have Do they have?   Have they? 

 
 
 

PRSENT SIMPLE “HAVE GOT” 
 

I have got I haven’t got  Have I got? 

He has got He hasn’t got  Has he got? 

She has got She hasn’t got Has she got? 

It has got It hasn’t got Has it got? 

We have got We haven’t got Have we got? 

You have got You haven’t got Have you got? 

They have got They haven’t got Have they got? 

 

Exercise 1. Pay attention to the forms of the verbs “to be” and “to have” in the Present 
Simple. Memorize these proverbs and sayings. Translate them into Georgian.  
 

• Necessity is the mother of invention. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Money is a good servant but a bad master. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Love is blind, as well as hatred. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• Little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Fortune is variant. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Good advice is beyond price. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• Experience is the mother of wisdom. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• Everybody’s business is nobody’s business. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• Custom is another law. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Caution is the parent of safety. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Art is long, life is short. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• An angry woman is a sea without shore. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• A man is not good or bad for one action. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• A good beginning is half the battle. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• A great fortune is a great slavery. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• All men are mortal. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• Cowards are cruel. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• All things are difficult before they are easy. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Every man has his weak side. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Every man has his faults. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• A lie has no feet. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• The day has eyes, the night has ears. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Great men have great faults. 
________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
Exercise 2. Memorize these proverbs and sayings. Make these sentences interrogative and 
negative. 
 

• Hasty climbers have sudden falls. 
      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• First impressions are most lasting. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Great talkers are little doers. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• A good tongue is a good weapon. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Glory is the reward of victory. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Honesty is the best policy. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• All is fair in love and war. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Confession is the first step to repentance. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Fortune is blind. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 




