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INTRODUCTION

GEORGIA AND GEORGIAN LANGUAGE
The Legend

“When God was distributing portions of the world to all the people of the Earth, the Georgians were having
a party and doing some serious drinking. As a result, they arrived late and were told by God that all the land had
been distributed. When they replied that they were late only because they had been lifting their glasses in praise of
Him, God was pleased, and gave the Georgians that part of Earth He had been reserving for Himself.”

History of the flag

+ B
+ j F

The “five-cross flag” (White flag with a red cross and four smaller crosses in the white quarters.) has been used
since at least the 13th century. The central element of the flag is St. George’s (the patron saint of Georgia) cross.
The flag was adopted by the Georgian parliament on 14 January 2004.

Georgia’s State Emblem

This is Georgia’s State Emblem adopted on 1 October 2004. It is partially based on the medieval arms of
the Georgian royal house of Bagrationi.

It has two lions rampant as supporters. They held a shield with St. George, Georgia’s patron saint, slaying the
dragon. The shield is surmounted with the royal crown of Georgia.

LANGUAGE

The official language is Georgian, the only language in the Iberian- Caucasian family written in ancient script,
with its own unique alphabet.

Short info about Georgian script:

The Nuskhuri (“minuscule”) or Kutkhovani (“squared”) script first appeared in the ninth century. Asomtavruli and
Nuskhuri, collectively known as Khutsuri (bgw®o, or “church script”), were used together to write religious
manuscripts, with the Asomtavruli serving as capital letters.

The oldest uncontroversial examples of Georgian writing are an asomtavruli inscription in a church in Bethlehem
from 430 CE.

The modern alphabet, called Mkhedruli (dbg®wyero “secular” or“military writing”), first appeared in the
eleventh century. It was used for non- religious purposes up until the eighteenth century, when it was completely
replaced by Khutsuri. The orthography is phonemic.

There are a few theories about the origin of Georgian script (imitation of the Greek model, Sassanian Persian and
Sogdian scripts, Sumerian, Akadian etc.)

Armenian sources attribute the alphabet to Mesrop Mashtots, who is credited with the invention of the Armenian
alphabet, but this is not generally accepted. This story comes from Georgian-Armenian religious opposition in the
7th century. As a matter of fact the first Georgian writing samples are much elder than Armenian script.

There are other interpretations. One of the more contentious is that the asomtavruli alphabet was invented in 412
BC by Georgian priests of the cult of Matra (Persian Mithra), and reformed in 284 BC by King Parnavaz I of Iberia.

The Asomtavruli alphabet is known also as Mrgvlovani (dGgeom3sbo “rounded”). Examples of it are still
preserved in monumental inscriptions, such as those of the Georgian church in Bethlehem (near Jerusalem, 430) and
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the church of Bolnisi Sioni near Tbilisi (4th-5th centuries). Older Asomtavruli inscriptions have been claimed to
date from pre-Christian times, the 3rd century BC to the 3rd century AD. These were found in Armaztsikhe (near
Mtskheta) and Nekresi (in the Kakheti region of Eastern Georgia).

Morphology

e Georgian is an agglutinative language. There are certain prefixes and suffixes that are joined together in order
to build a verb. In some cases, there can be a few different morphemes in one verb at the same time with the
meaning of the verbal categories

Morphophonology

e Syncope is a common phenomenon in Georgian. When a suffix (especially the plural suffix -eb-) is attached to a word
which has either of the vowels a or e in the last syllable, this vowel is, in most words, lost. For example, megobari
means “friend.” To say “friends,” one says, megoblllrebi (megobrebi), with the loss of a in the last syllable of the
word root.

e There are many consonant clusters in Georgian, while all nouns in the nominative case end with a vowel. Many
nouns in Georgian begin with two consonants.

Flexion

e Georgian has seven noun cases:, nominative, ergative, dative. genitive, instrumental, adverbial and vocative.
The subject cases are nominative, ergative, dative. Which one is used depends mainly on the character of the verb.

Syntax

e Georgian is a post-positional language, meaning that positions are placed after (rather than before) the nouns
they modify, either as suffixes or as separate words. Many Georgian postpositions correspond to the meanings of
prepositions in English. Each postposition requires the modified noun to be in a specific case. (This is like the way
prepositions govern specific cases in many Indo-European languages such as German, Latin, Russian, and so on.)

e Georgian has a subject-verb-object primary sentence structure, but the word order is not as strict as in some other
languages such as English. Not all word orders are acceptable, but it is also possible to encounter the structure of
subject-object-verb. Georgian has no grammatical gender; even pronouns are gender-neutral. The language also has
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no articles. Therefore, for example, “guest”, “a guest” and “the guest” are said in the same way.

Alternate names: KARTULI, = GRUZINSKI, = GEORGIAN  Dialects: IMERETIAN, RACHA-LECHXUM
(LECHKHUM), GURIAN, ADZHAR (ACHARIAN), IMERXEV, KARTLIAN, KAXETIAN (KAKHETIAN),
INGILO, TUSH, XEVSUR (KHEYSUR), MOXEV (MOKHEV), PSHAV, MTIUL, FEREIDAN, MESKHUR-
JAVAKHURI.

Comments: Imerxev is in Turkey, Fereidan in Iran. The Meskhi are ethnically Georgian, speak Georgian, are
Eastern Orthodox and live in southwestern Georgia. Adzhai Muslims are in Armenia. South Caucasian is also called
‘Kartvelian.” National language.

HOLIDAYS

There are a number of regional holidays observed in Georgia. National holidays are listed below:

January 1-2 - akhali ts’eli - New Year. This is a time for seeing family and eating more than usual;

January 7 - shoba - Christmas. Georgians celebrate Christmas on this date two weeks later, because the Georgian
Orthodox calendar is 13 days behind;

January 13 - dzveli akhali ts’eli - Old/Former New Year. Still celebrated according to the old Gregorian calendar;
March 3 - dedis dghe - Mother’s Day;

March 8 - qalta dghe - International Women’s Day;

April 9 - Memorial Day. Remembrance of the dead;

May 26 - damoukideblobis dghe - Independence Day;

June 1 - bavshvta datsvis dghe - Chidren’s International Day;

July 12 - petrepavloba - St. Peter’s and Pavel’s Day;

August 28 - mariamoba - St. Maria’s Day;

October 14 - Svetitskhovloba - Big religious festival to commemorate St. Nino’s “living pillar”;

November 23 - giorgoba - St. George’s Day;

Movable Dates - aghdgoma - Easter.
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Exercise N1. (o@donggomn ©s ©sfg@go:

Pronounce and write:

Foreign international science transcription



kj% Exercise N2. (o@dmmdzom ©s ©sfg@mgm:

e Pronounce and write:

O o oo 49 40 oM om

Ay Lo

dods  dgdg  bdodo  bmodm  doy
396005, 3960, d559s, 3569, 54, dmdo, bygds, b

O 6 bo bq bo bem b

o

bobs  bgbg  bobo  bmbm  byby
bobo, 5bs, bobm, bmbs, byby, bobo, sbobm,
565bm, 5bd5bo, 356560, dgoybs, bbb, dobo

O d ds dn do dm dx

A Aoy

dods  dgdg  dodo  dmdm  Iydy
3dods, do0s, dobsbs, dobs, dodobm, bsdo,
dob60s, 35659, dmbm, 3gboey, dmdds, JMbds, dmbs

O ) N ) 00 I0) 09

Ao Lo

NSMS  MYMG  MONO  MOOMN® NN
05005, MOMO, 05d5d0, MYMS, MSMO, MIS,

500, J>5m0, dms, 5d5bsmo, bomos, msdybs

O % b ba o 0 b

A Lo

Bbobs  bgbg  bobo  bembe  byby
Bobs, bgmo, msdobo, 5d5bsbs, bobo, sbos,
9bdm, I9bs, Ibg, bbs

| (0) o 9 0 [oT0) (O%!

A4 Aoy

oGS  M9Mg M0G0 OMOM OOy
0537, H™Id0, @>bdo, ™o, H5Isbo, M@0, m@Im,
5Mo, Sb®M0, do®0, dsbo®o, bo@o, bodma®o

| 3 3o 39 30 30 39

o o

353> 3939 3030 3m3m 3939y
3535, 399M0, 3000, 30560bm, 35M0b0, 3OMDS, 30bs,

bo30@0, 3mgbos, 3030bo, 353765, 30M0dbyg, 35bm@ss

O L Lo Lq Lo L by

o

Lobs  Lgbg Lobo Leobm  byby
bos, bosmo, Lgsdo, Ly@smo, badmbo, Ladyay,
bg@bomo, smabo, mabo, 30gbs, sbsbmo, s@lo



Exercise N3. {o050mbgm @osgmyo: g@ %)@

Read dialogue:
— 35950x ™! — gamarjoba! — Hello! (Infor)
— 3595 Md! — gamarjobal! — Hello! (Infor.)

)
qﬁﬁ)

ST
< Exercise N4. (oddmmndzom s ©s(gmgm:

Pronounce and write:

o 4 ‘do 'dg ‘do ‘dem ‘d

©

‘dod>  dgdg dodo  DmTDem Iy
‘d>To, dodo, dyds, g0, dgds, dom, dncdgbs,
‘dobbo, do®mosbo, dmdos, do@l, dmds, JOms

| 3] bo ha bo b Hem

O Loy

bohs  hghg  hobho  hmbe  hyhey
hobms, hoo, hgdo, homo, hobo, hom@s, hmbm@o,
heydo, hodohydo, ho®o, hobydo, hghgbo, hosds, hobls

| d do dg do dm d
dods  dgdg  dodo deodm  dygdey
dds, dods, dg@os, do®o, ddo®o, dod@o, ddmds, ddy®o
dmbdo, d9de, dods, dmdo, dgs, ddsbo, dbs, dodos

= I N S S S 2
Vol VoV Vofo Fofe §ouby
Vyomo, {530, (obs, (od{sdo, omdo, §mbs, (ag, (4{ybo,
Pamba6s, $@03s, T@030bo, §960s, G4bs, Ta6m, TaGo

O b bo by bo b by

o

bobs  bgbg bobo bembm  bayby
bg, bymo, bds, bdoy@o, bado, bmbmdo, bam@o,
boadolbo, bgdbo, mmbo, by@ds, sbo®gds, babosmo, bgmds
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a 3 3o d9 do 30 39

dods  3gdg  dodo  dmdem  3ydy
dog@0, 39®0, 30dbo, do3mmgbs, dmdo,
39d569@0, 393569 Mds, 350-390, 3mg, 3mo, dm, 39

Exercise N5. {>0300bgon @osamyo: g((( @%

Read dialogue:
— 335X Mmdom! — gamarjobat! — Hello!
— 330X Mmdom! — gamarjobat! — Hello!
— 0030605 bs®n? — rogora khart? — How are you?
— 35M5. — k’argad. — Well.

K;% Exercise N6. {s®dmmdgon s ©sfg@gm:

Pronounce and write:

O e (G ©g ©0 O )

QoS RINJ KOKO KORKM QINRY
05, VJES, Posh, 0O, oIS, MbY, POHM, M.,
M0, [odmEo, (oo, ©s@5ds, @sMdsbo, LosMmdsbm, dows

O o oo ang [l [l U] (@l

A

Lo@s  @IWY WOoWo @OXO @YY
0O, @ gas, esdsbo, Lobgro, bgano, bogano,
0d0@0, dogro, oS, EEENO, EOEISMO, OF)JE0
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© QN [QJi| 00 QU Q4]

Qoo QIRY Qoo QOO QYIRY
053y, 0IYMS, @S, WoEno, 0030, Wowobo, wo@lo,

0d7oeno, do@eno, MMbY, Mmby, @Mm®o, @mdo, PEY

Pay Aol a9 20 a9 39

A4 Awavy Ay Ay

O8> BJdd  BYB0  BMBM  BIdY
2020, My, 39d0, 3900, 35bdo, yerds, ymbgds,
BOE0SM0, AMaMAS, 490, 39boo, ado®o, ydoOmds

3 3 39 30 30 39

o

3°3° 3339 3030 303 3339
350, 3503y, g3, gods, gobm, gob, gobdy, go®o, golo,
399530, go@mbos, mggbo, Ggs, {3960, 37 gow0, go'dgodo, ggo®m

3 N 39 30 30 39

o o ©

d°og° 3J4d 3049 3M3™ 3'J39
30> §0bm, gogrm, jobgo, 3089, 30RY, 9 JALO, 3gOOo,
geoobio, gdono, 39moeo, 3o, 353530, 3g0®0, ggo0mo, 3oF oo

J Jo M Jo JO I3
Jogo 3330 Jogo JMIm J939

Jo620, godo, Jogogro, Joy®o, goem, g9abswo, 49q96s,
Joemdo, 9gdg®o, gOhosao, Jobo, Jobws®do, goyga gbo

Exercise N7. {sogombgo @osgnmpo:
Read dialogue. @ »

25do@X Mdom! — gamarjobat! — Hello!

25do@X Mdom! — gamarjobat! — Hello!

A0 bo®m? — rogora khart? — How are you?
BERE ~ Kargad, — Well,

©0E0 JSEEMd! — didi madloba! — Thank you very much!
NENIGIa! — arapris! — Welcome!

1‘?4
XF -
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k-ﬁ% Exercise N8. (o@dmmjgomn oo sfgdgom:

7] Pronounce and write:

0

¢c
Lc
2
qc
o
e
>

o T

s

dode dddd dogo degom d'9da
4ogo, yobho, gogohm, gobfo, yo@syao, ygsgoao, ygano,
40635, gobgao, ga@o, gddgbo, gos, yzgeo, gogero

O x K %9 %0 KO %

Xoxo XIXI X0xX0 XOX® XIXI
NOOM, X0d0, XoM0ds, K¥oddobo, xoMo, xgM, X 0dy,

%070, X09B0, X0gEM, X00M0, X JX L0, XIYXS, Xdgbo

O g Bo 39 Qo B 3

BB ‘8JG8J ‘80go 8OBe BIBI
o0, BoMo, BgM0, ggbs, YOIbs, Bgbo, YMMMeno, Gywo,
}mbo, 9ybaybo, g9dg, gbosbo, Bgbdy@mo, GYymaymo

O g 3o 39

™~

0 G© Gy

Ag O o o

(3°3° GHICH] 3030 3M3" 39G9
(3% (3080, 30bg, 3bgbo, Mo, 3m30, 396@®0, 0gs, (303060,
3Ibmo, 39r0, 39035, 3bOs, 3bgoMo, 3bgwo, 390330, GoEobsmges

O 8 ! A9 Ao Ao A9

60> 0303 6000  OVOM  HIOY
Aobo, Gobgo, Bodo, Bo3do, Bods, Gmbs, BHm@o, Gyaobdo,
A9ho, B30bo, Ggdogo, G306Mm0, 3, 30GSBS, BORAM, gmEM

dodo  doda  dodo  dodo dady
&o, 409, domdo, doo@s, ko@bogno, oo, do3o, dodo,

dem@0, 4O geno, dOogrmds, kgogoeno, agdyo, 4@, d@okobs

a o dg Jo Jo o

o A A

Pdo doda dodo dodo Fada
Jogwo, Jogmsdo, Jodo, Jomsdo, Jowagnwo, Jods,
J39g00m, Jds@o, Jo@o, Jo@foeo, Jagoo, Jybs, Jgo, Jg®oo
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Exercise N9. (sog0mbgon mosgmgo: g@c »)@
Read dialogue:

— 235O xMdom! — gamarjobat! — Hello!

— 30doOxMdsm! — gamarjobat! — Hello!

— MMM boGm? — rogora khart? — How are you?

— Jo0Mao, — k’argad, — Well,
3°M3°R

33>@mdm, m]gg6? gmadlobt, tkven? thanks, you?

— 350 50. — k’argad. — well.

K;D) Exercise N10. (omdmonjgom ©s go0dgm@go:
Pronounce and repeat:

® -G d -8 39 GV -3

(URSTON Jo-go RQo-35 3o-Vo ho-do
g dor 0 B3 GoVa ha-4a
00-®0 Jo-go 90-30 3o-Yo ho-ko
00~ Joor-gom RQM-309 3m-fo heo-d o
0909 Jarg0 B3 ca¥a bra-da

\;7)) Exercise N 11. {o®3mmjgomn dgdogao Lodyggdo:
Pronounce the following words:

stem—+i

35630,0%5000,350 30, 380950, @03E0,MgLEHMOS60, 356G 5dgb@0,d50,m g5 G0,
0bLE0BYR0, b3MAE0, Imdog @, 30d309R g0, Jo9l0,06@9MbgE 0, M 319dgbdo,

3513 G0, 30mPgLe@o, LG bEo, 3O gbowgb@o, oM g]@m™0,dgbgx gHo,sLoliGgbdo,
160390103 9% 0,50bbgL0, B g 923060, 59@bs@0, JPObs@oliGo, JnbH@sJH0,30mgddo ..

‘ Lbgoggodo (omdmgde: j
T Another derivation for few others:
N —
™39S, 30bs, 3OMo9ds, 3OMa® SIS, ;
\ J d I O
.

3599, 30obm, Losgmoma... \

13




K;’)) Exercise N 12.

O gygwo-ggwo-Jgoo

0d0g0-d0g00
oG 0-goMo

L@ 0-Jo@o
05d9-05dy
35600-bo®0
5bo-dbo

939e0-bggao
dggeo-Liggemo

Jo@o-Joxo
OQa()Q’O-OQBOQ\“O
{30b0-Yg960

O 3000 0-36000

d3Im0-3IxR0

0553300000 ©s Fos®dmm Jgom!
Look and Pronounce!

O 3930-3g%0
3bgbo-gbgeo
©Qebg-©emb)
40 30-k0®0
©MA0-0mdo
30bm-g0g0m
BaHo-ggbo
doko-kodo
doG0-dog00
Jobo-Jm@o

3009-30%9

O yggeo-gggems
Jgdo-Jg@s

O Jdbgaro-dggero-dgo@o
33003bo-3g® b0

14

3930-gogo-gmdo
bodm-bomdm
bgero-bogoo

Qobo-go@o
30®0-golso

(3ME0-(30d0

shgns-sbagno
bobano-Lsbgano

Jo@o-Jogmo
(9)060-(9)0‘30
Loldgero-Lokdgero

ho@o-homo-hobo
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